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Supply Chain Awards 2025: Audi and IFCO are the winners

Audi is the winner of the Supply Chain Management Award 2025. IFCO has been honoured
with the Smart Solution Award 2025.

Munich, November 13, 2025. The winners of the Supply Chain Awards 2025 competition have been
announced. The winner of the Supply Chain Management Award 2025 is Audi. The Supply Chain
Management Award was presented for the 20th time this year by LOGISTIK HEUTE, Strategy& and PwC.
The Smart Solution Award - presented for the eighth time this year - went to Cellumation, a provider
of automation solutions for intralogistics. The Awards were presented on 11 November in Frankfurt
am Main in front of around 100 participants at the awards ceremony.

The final day of the Supply Chain Awards 2025 was held under the motto “Empowering Tomorrow:
Al-Driven Supply Chains for a Smarter, Faster and More Resilient Future®. Participants were offered
interesting keynotes, an exciting panel discussion, workshop sessions on supply chain management,
numerous networking opportunities and the finalists pitches in which the audience was able to judge
the presentations of the four companies. As in previous years, the participants’ votes were included in
the judges’ assessment. The Supply Chain Management Award recognises outstanding SCM concepts
that have been developed, implemented and are groundbreaking for other companies. The aim is to
optimise the supply chain, reduce costs, increase transparency or improve collaboration between
individual teams.
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The Smart Solution Award is presented for particularly innovative concepts that are still at an early
stage of implementation. This award recognises solutions that have the potential to fundamentally
change traditional value chains in the future.

After an audit, the jury, consisting of supply chain practitioners, scientists, consultants and
representatives of the trade media, had to decide between these finalists: Audi, Dr. Oetker, Rutronik
and Schaeffler’s Vehicle Lifetime Solutions (VLS) division competed in the final of the Supply Chain
Management Award. The final round of the Smart Solution Award was contested by CeiliX, IFCO, Merck
and paretos.

Supply Chain Management Award 2025: Winner Audi

Audi is the winner of the Supply Chain Management Award 2025. At the heart of Audi’s submission is
“Actdlmpact”, a program that embeds sustainability systematically into procurement and the global
supplier network. The aim is to operationalize environmental, social, and governance requirements
across the supply chain, identify risks and chances early, and enable collaborative improvements.

The approach is modular and scalable. It rests on three pillars: first, capability building for suppliers
and buyers through training and practical guidance; second, engagement and visibility of concrete
projects on circularity, decarbonization, water stewardship, biodiversity, and human rights; third,
empowerment via access to knowledge, tools, and support, including playbooks, expert formats, and
mentoring. A binding framework complements these elements, combining business partner conduct
requirements, a mandatory sustainability assessment approach for suppliers subject to contract, and
a grievance and early-warning mechanism. The resulting process strengthens compliance readiness
and resilience, improves transparency and planability, and fosters collaboration and innovation across
the network. Act4lmpact is integrated into sourcing processes and designed as a blueprint for brands
and regions across the group.

Jury member Stefan Schrauf, Global Supply Chain and EMEA Operations Lead, PwC Management
Consulting, explained the jury's decision: "Audi anchors sustainability on an equal footing with classic
goals such as cost, quality, and service in its supply chain strategy and activates the entire value chain—
with consistent, courageous implementation across more than 12,000 direct suppliers. From a clear
strategic framework to execution with concrete tools and partnerships, Audi demonstrates exemplary
end-to-end supply chain transformation with a noticeable positive impact."

Michael Faust, Head of Supply Chain Sustainability, Audi AG: We are truly delighted to receive the
Supply Chain Management Award 2025 for our Audi Act4lmpact program. This award not only
recognizes our innovative strength in supply chain management but also highlights our deep
commitment to sustainability, transparency, and social responsibility. With Act4lmpact, we have
established a holistic transformation program that integrates ecological, social, and economic goals
throughout the supply chain. In close collaboration with our suppliers, we are setting new standards
for responsible supply chain management in the automotive industry. This award is a tribute to the
dedication of our global team and a strong signal to our partners: sustainability is not a secondary
objective — it is a core element of our value creation. We thank the jury for this recognition and see
the award as a commitment to continue shaping our supply chains to be resilient, sustainable, and
future-ready.” The laudatory speech for the award winner was given by Max Meister, managing
director of technical distributor Ludwig Meister, which won the Supply Chain Management Award last
year.
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Smart Solution Award 2025: Winner IFCO

IFCO is a provider of reusable packaging solutions for fresh produce. The company operates an
extensive pool of over 400 million reusable packaging containers (RPCs) in more than 50 countries.
Through its SmartCycle pooling model, IFCO ensures that RPCs are collected, cleaned, inspected, and
redeployed for reuse after every cycle.

With its innovative “Tracking as a Service” (TaaS) solution, IFCO prevailed in the final round of the
Smart Solution Award 2025. The solution is based on an loT mesh network that combines Bluetooth
Low Energy (BLE) devices with GPS-enabled devices, enabling end-to-end tracking. These devices
provide real-time data on key parameters such as location and temperature and feature a robust
battery life of more than seven years.

The TaaS solution is seamlessly integrated into a cloud-based analytics platform that offers
customizable alerts, intuitive dashboards, and API integration. This gives users quick access to all
relevant data and supports them in making well-informed decisions to efficiently monitor and manage
their goods across complex supply chains.

In today’s global supply chains, lost assets, inefficient reverse logistics, and lack of transparency drive
up costs, cause waste, and disrupt operations — further increasing the need for smarter, connected
solutions. This is where IFCO’s TaaS solution comes in: it prevents losses, creates supply chain
transparency, sustainably reduces process costs, and cuts waste, transport, and CO, emissions.

As a plug-and-play tracking system, it requires minimal setup and no extensive infrastructure — making
it ideal for rapid deployment. The solution is scalable, efficient, and tailored for reusable packaging,
further strengthening IFCQO’s circular business model, while being adaptable to many other use cases
and industries.

Jury member Stefan Schrauf from PwC Management Consulting: “IFCO’s ‘Tracking as a Service’
impresses with its radical simplicity, low complexity, and extremely affordable hardware with long
service life. The solution is already being scaled at IFCO itself and other customers and addresses the
requirements of circular supply chains as well as the reduction of food waste. An innovative approach
that truly solves a long-standing problem of supply chain transparency — congratulations to the winning
team!"

Dr. Sebastian Grams, Chief Digital Officer (CDO) at IFCO:“We are honored to receive the Smart Solution
Award 2025. This recognition highlights IFCO’s commitment to driving digital innovation in supply chain
management. With our new Tracking-as-a-Service solution, we combine circular logistics with cutting-
edge loT technology to make supply chains more transparent, efficient, and sustainable. The award
underlines the impact of our digital transformation — and encourages us to continue developing
smart, scalable solutions for our customers worldwide.”

The laudatory speech for the winner was given by Theresa Gréninger, Head of Business Development
& Marketing at Cellumation, winner of the Smart Solution Award 2024.

“The final day of this year's Supply Chain Awards was held under the motto ‘Empowering Tomorrow:
Al-Driven Supply Chains for a Smarter, Faster and More Resilient Future’ and offered the community a
platform for intensive professional exchange,” said jury member Matthias Pieringer, editor-in-chief of
LOGISTIK HEUTE. “The Supply Chain Awards will be presented again in 2026. We are already looking
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forward to receiving numerous innovative submissions and to once again offering the community a
meeting place for in-depth discussions and forward-looking solution concepts.”

The Supply Chain Awards 2026 will be presented on 10 November 2026 in Frankfurt. Further
information on the Awards can be found at: https://supply-chain-awards.com

Your contact person for further questions about this event:

Tanja Eichholzer

Project Manager Marketing and Events
HUSS-VERLAG GmbH

Tel. +49 89 323 91-126
tanja.eichholzer@hussverlag.de

(Word and character count with spaces: 1.323/9.107)

Attachment: Audi is the winner of the Supply Chain Management Award 2025 (left and centre). IFCO has won the Smart
Solution Award 2025 (right). (Image credit: Mario Andreya)

Text and pictorial material are on the HUSS Presseseite under www.hussverlag.de.Please send a specimen copy to HUSS-
VERLAG GmbH, Press and Public Relations, Joseph-Dollinger-Bogen 5, 80807 Munich.

Your contact for further questions regarding this press release:
Matthias Pieringer

Editor-in-Chief LOGISTIK HEUTE

Tel. +49 89 323 91-215

matthias.pieringer@hussverlag.de

LOGISTIK HEUTE
The trade magazine LOGISTIK HEUTE addresses managers in industry, trade and the service sector who

are responsible for logistics processes in the company. An editorial team and specialist authors from
science and practice provide up-to-date information on innovative logistics concepts, new products,
ideas and trends in all areas of the supply chain. Detailed market overviews and
company reports complete the range of logistics topics month after month. Procurement, production,
distribution and disposal - logistics is involved everywhere. That's why LOGISTIK HEUTE, the logistics
magazine for decision-makers in industry, trade and the service sector, refers consequently to the
entire supply chain and represents thus an indispensable source of information.

HUSS-VERLAG
HUSS-VERLAG is a modern B2B publishing house that provides specialists and executives in the logistics

and automotive industries, as well as in the tourism, transport, aftersales and passenger transport
sectors, with products, practical knowledge and background information through trade journals and
special publications that appear periodically. The websites of the trade magazines have also developed
into sought-after information portals. HUSS-VERLAG currently publishes the trade journals LOGISTIK
HEUTE, LOGISTRA, Technische Logistik, taxi heute, busplaner, VISION mobility, Unterwegs, PROFI
Werkstatt and the newspaper Transport, as well as special publications and digital media. HUSS-
VERLAG awards prizes such as BEST OF mobility, BESTER AUTOHOF, the European Transport Prize for
Sustainability, the International busplaner Sustainability Prize, Taxi of the Year, the BEST PROFI
Workshop Brand, LOGISTRA best practice and the Supply Chain Awards. The managing directors of
HUSS-VERLAG are Christoph Huss and Rainer Langhammer. HUSS-VERLAG is part of the HUSS Group,
which is based in Munich and Berlin.
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